WEHAT IS A DONGA?

Learn what a donga really is and how it
differs from modern modular buildings
like accommodation units and granny flats.
Discover why choosing the right:structure
matters.
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What's a Donga? And Why It's Time to Rethink the
Basics

In rural NSW and on remote worksites, the word “donga”
gets thrown around as shorthand for portable buildings.
But here's the thing: while dongas have played a vital role
in Australia’s construction and mining history, the needs
of workers—and the standards for accommodation—have
come a long way.

The original donga served its purpose: a simple, portable
shelter for remote jobs. But what worked decades ago isn't
cutting it anymore. In today’'s world, where attracting and
retaining skilled workers is tougher than ever, old-school
dongas just aren’t enough.

The solution to meet that same purpose—safe, practical,
temporary accommodation—is evolving fast. Modern
modular options like Accommodation Units are stepping
in to deliver more comfort, functionality, and value. Let's
unpack why.

What is a Donga, Really?

The term “"donga” has been around for decades, apparently
from an African word. It came into Aussie slang in mining
and construction circles, describing lightweight, portable
shelters that could be hauled from site to site.

Dongas were built for practicality, not luxury. Their key
features included:

e Compact Size: To fit on older trucks, dongas were
narrow (around 2.4m wide) and low (under 3m high).

e Easy Transportability: Designed to be moved as
quickly as the work itself.

¢ Minimal Interiors: Basic layouts with no insulation or
mod-cons.

¢ Industrial Look: Tough and unpolished, prioritising
function over form.

They were perfect for the time—when workers didn't
expect much and budgets were tight. But as expectations
for comfort, safety, and aesthetics have risen,

dongas have become less relevant.

The Donga vs. Modern Modular Solutions

Today, calling everything a “donga” is like calling all work
vehicles “utes.” The term just doesn't capture the full
picture. Modular options have diversified to meet a range
of needs, and modern alternatives blow traditional dongas
out of the water.

Here's how they stack up:
Dongas
e Purpose: Short-term accommodation or seasonal

use.

e Features: Lightweight, functional, but with bare-
bones comfort—no insulation or modern amenities.

e  Style: Rugged and industrial.

e Cost: Cheap, but outdated for attracting and keeping
top talent.

Modern Accommodation Units

e Purpose: Flexible for both short-term and permanent
living, ideal for farms or worksites where workers
need to stay close to the action.

e Features: Insulation, air conditioning, soundproofing,
full-sized kitchens, and many other creature comforts.

e Style: Blends practicality with aesthetics, making
them a more appealing long-term option.

e Cost: Generally a higher investment, but worth it for
comfort and functionality.

Granny Flats

e Purpose: Permanent residential use, like housing an
elderly relative in your backyard.

e Features: Built to residential standards, with durable
finishes and classic designs that fit into suburban or
rural settings.
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e Style: Think pitched roofs, neutral tones, and polished
interiors.

e Cost: Sometimes the most expensive option, but good
for long-term family living.

Container Homes

e Purpose: Multi-functional spaces for work or living.

e Features: Sustainable designs and industrial-style
interiors, though extensive customisation is often
needed for comfort.

e Style: Raw and modern but can feel out of place
without major upgrades.

e Cost: Highly variable, depending on how much
customisation and fixing up is required based on non-
compliance with Australian Standards.

Site Huts

e Purpose: Temporary offices or small workspaces.

 Features: Basic interiors, focused on function rather
than comfort.

e  Style: Plain and practical, without modern flourishes.

e Cost: Affordable for short-term needs but limited in
scope.

Why Old-School Dongas Fall Short

Back in the day, workers accepted dongas because they
didn't have many alternatives. But in today's competitive
labour market, where skilled workers have higher
expectations, providing outdated accommodation can
send the wrong message.

Modern accommodation units offer a better solution. They
meet the same purpose as dongas—providing housing
close to the action—but they do it with a focus on comfort,
safety, and style.

Think about it: when you're asking workers to spend
weeks or months away from home, a cramped, outdated
donga won't cut it. On the other hand, a well-equipped
accommodation unit makes workers feel valued,
increasing retention and productivity.
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Choosing the Right Modular Building

Picking the wrong structure is like trying to tow a caravan
with a hatchback. It's not going to work, and it's going to
cost you in the long run. Here's how to match your needs
to the right solution:

e Temporary Accommodation: While dongas still have
a role to play for short-term setups, Accommodation
Units are a far better choice for longer stays. They
offer modern amenities and a more comfortable
experience.

e Permanent Living: For an elderly relative in your
backyard, a Granny Flat is ideal. But if you're housing
workers on a farm or remote site, an Accommodation
Unit makes more sense—it's designed for durability
and comfort in rural settings.

¢ Workspaces: A basic Site Hut might do for temporary
office needs. But many modern accommodation
units come with options to create comfortable, well-
equipped office spaces, adding versatility to your
investment.

Final Thoughts

Dongas may always have a placein Australia’s construction
and mining history, but the game has changed. Modern
modular buildings are designed to attract and retain the
people you need, offering a level of comfort and practicality
that dongas just can't match.

Because at the end of the day, it's all about Real Living.
Delivered.
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