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Let’s call it out: plenty of Australians still think modular 
buildings are second-rate. Flimsy. Breezy. Tossed together 
like a shipping container with windows. The kind of thing 
that creaks in the wind and barely keeps the heat in or out.

You might even picture one of those old classroom blocks—
the ones you sat in as a kid that were either boiling hot or 
freezing cold. Built in the decades after the war, all the 
way through to the late ’90s, they were never known for 
comfort. And let’s be honest, they left a mark. A whole 
generation—now running businesses, managing assets, 
and approving infrastructure—still carries that image of 
modular in the back of their minds.

But here’s the “AHA” moment: that image is not just 
outdated. It’s totally off-base.

Because today, all modular buildings built in Australia 
must comply with the same tough rules and national codes 
as traditional builds. There are no shortcuts. No loopholes. 
No “near enough is good enough” thinking.

In short: modular doesn’t mean minimal. And the idea that 
it ever did? That’s yesterday’s news.

What the Australian Standards Actually Mean for 
Builders

If you’re a business leader, property developer, or asset 
manager, you already know the importance of compliance. 
But it’s worth spelling it out.

The National Construction Code (NCC) and relevant 
Australian Standards set the legal and practical foundation 
for every building project in the country. Whether it’s a 
permanent home, a mining camp, a disaster recovery 
facility, or a faith-based housing project—it must meet the 
same criteria across safety, durability, accessibility, fire 
resistance, and thermal performance.

Modular buildings, just like traditional ones, are assessed, 
signed off, and approved by engineers, certifiers, and 
local councils. If a modular project doesn’t meet the NCC 

or Australian Standards? It doesn’t get certified. It doesn’t 
open. It doesn’t operate. It’s that simple.

The ABCB’s 2024 Handbook on Prefabricated, Modular and 
Offsite Construction offers a clear overview of how these 
building methods are regulated—and how compliance is 
integrated from design to delivery. It’s a great resource for 
those still unsure how off-site construction stacks up in 
today’s regulatory landscape.

So if someone’s still thinking that modular somehow 
sidesteps the rules, they’re not just misinformed— they’re 
missing the point entirely.

Why the Outdated Beliefs Still Hang Around

The reason this myth sticks around comes down to history 
and perception.

For decades after World War II, Australia needed fast, low-
cost solutions for schools, hospitals, and worker housing. 
That led to thousands of basic prefab structures—
functional, yes, but far from comfortable. These post-
war builds, and the school portables that followed, were 
never intended to match today’s performance standards. 
But they defined the way many Australians think about 
modular buildings to this day.

The reality? The industry has evolved. The standards have 
lifted. And modular construction has become one of the 
most advanced and tightly regulated building methods 
available.

Yet that old image—the cold classroom, the shaky walls—
still lingers in some minds. It’s time we left it behind.

Compliance Isn’t Optional—It’s a Baseline

Today’s modular builders face the same rules, 
responsibilities, and scrutiny as any builder pouring 
concrete on site.

Every structure must meet structural codes, energy 
ratings, fire regulations, and accessibility laws where 
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applicable. And because modular components are built 
off-site and transported, they often have to be engineered 
more precisely and built even stronger. Lifting entire 
buildings by crane onto trucks or footings isn’t for the 
faint-hearted—it demands extra rigour.

What’s more, compliance is monitored every step of the 
way. Certifiers don’t care where or how the building was 
constructed—they care about whether it meets code. And 
when it does, it performs just like any other compliant 
structure: safe, efficient, durable, and ready to serve its 
purpose.

What the Smart Operators Already Know

Smart business leaders aren’t wasting time debating 
whether modular buildings are real buildings. They know 
the facts—and they’re acting on them.

Across mining, government, housing, aged care, and 
essential services, decision-makers are increasingly 
choosing modular construction for its speed, cost-
effectiveness, and reliability. But just as importantly, they 
know it’s built to code. They trust it will last. And they see 
the ROI in action.

These are the managers who are smart about their 
investments in the people they’re buying for—whether it’s 
staff, community members, or residents—because they 
know that better accommodation leads to better wellbeing, 
and in turn, stronger organisational outcomes.

The leaders who invest in modular today aren’t taking 
shortcuts—they’re thinking long-term. They’re being 
smart about their investments in their people, because 
they know better-built accommodation delivers better 
performance, better morale, and better outcomes.

The Aruva Modular Approach

At Aruva Modular, this isn’t just our way of working—it’s 
built into everything we do.

Our purpose is simple: to deliver real accommodation 
solutions for property owners and business managers 
to secure needed persons. We specialise in the rapid 

fulfilment of superior modular buildings, driven by efficient 
processes & approved partnerships.

That means you get buildings that work—for the people 
who use them, and the people who paid for them. We build 
practical designs that make life easy and pay back. Our 
process keeps it simple, so you’re sorted from start to 
finish. And we’re a down-to-earth team you can rely on.

It’s why we say: Real Living. Delivered.

So, What’s the Real Measure of a Building?

It’s not how or where it was built. It’s whether it stands up 
to what you need it to do.

Australian modular buildings must meet the same 
tough standards as every other structure. They’re not 
an exception—they’re an example of what modern 
construction can be when it’s done right.

So next time someone rolls out the old “modular’s not built 
to last” line, you can confidently tell them: that might’ve 
been true in 1975. But this is 2025. And things have 
changed—for good.

Want to see how compliant, high-performing modular 
construction could work for your project? Visit www.aruva.
au to explore what’s possible.
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