
WHY MODULAR STILL GETS A BAD 
RAP ON DURABILITY — AND WHY 
IT’S TIME TO MOVE ON
Still think modular buildings aren’t durable? Discover why that old narrative is costing you and how modern 
modular delivers lasting value. It’s time to rethink.

Why Modular Still Gets a Bad Rap on Durability — 
And Why It’s Time to Move On

You’ve probably heard it—or maybe even said it yourself:

“Modular buildings? They don’t last.”

For a lot of property managers, procurement leads and 
business owners, that assumption is still floating around. 
It’s a legacy idea—outdated, unfair, and frankly, a bit costly 
if you’re still using it to guide your decisions.

So let’s get this straight: modular construction today is not 
what it used to be. And if you’re still picturing dodgy school 
portables from the ‘70s, you’re due for a serious rethink.

Where the Durability Myth Began

The stigma didn’t come out of nowhere. After World War 
II, Australia needed fast, cheap, and temporary buildings—
and that’s exactly what it got. From school portables to 
mining dongas, these structures were built to solve short-
term problems, not stand the test of time.

They weren’t meant to be permanent. But they stuck around 
long enough to leave a lasting impression. If you’re in your 
50s or 60s and you grew up in one of those classroom 
boxes with rattling windows and tin roofs, it’s no surprise 
you’re wary. But that was then. What’s frustrating is that 
the industry has moved on—and a lot of decision-makers 
haven’t.

Modular in 2025: A Different Beast Entirely

Here’s what modern modular actually looks like:

•	 Built to Australian Standards  –  Every certified 
modular build must meet the same National 
Construction Code requirements as a traditional site 
build. No shortcuts.

•	 Engineered by Registered Builders – These aren’t 
kit homes knocked up by a handyman. Modulars 
are designed and assembled by licensed pros who 

understand compliance, load-bearing, and long-term 
performance.

•	 Stronger by Design – Modular units are designed 
to survive transport, craning, and installation. That 
means extra reinforcement where it matters. In many 
cases, they’re tougher than conventional builds.

•	 Factory-Finished – Off-site construction means 
weather doesn’t ruin your materials and there’s 
no patchy workmanship caused by subcontractor 
roulette. It’s consistent, repeatable, and tightly 
controlled.

If that still sounds like a flimsy option, then you’ve been 
sold a false story.

Holding Onto the Old Narrative Is Costing You

The longer this stigma sticks around, the more money and 
opportunity gets left on the table.

•	 You’re overcapitalising on site-built methods that 
drag on and blow budgets.

•	 You’re layering costs on top of your modular builds—
like unnecessary mega-roofs—because you’re 
expecting failure.

•	 You’re stuck in analysis paralysis, trying to solve the 
problem of housing your team but rejecting the best-
fit solution because of bias.

All while the industry is moving forward without you.
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The Smart Ones Are Already Past This

There’s a growing group of asset managers, government 
buyers and operational leads who’ve done their 
homework. They’ve seen the data, they’ve walked through 
finished builds, and they’re moving fast. These are the 
smart decision-makers—leaders who are clear-eyed 
about what durability really looks like in 2025, and who 
are investing in modular to better support their teams, 
communities, or guests. They’re the ones getting better 
performance, and in many cases, stronger morale from 
the people they’re providing for. They’re not chasing 
innovation for innovation’s sake. They’re being smart 
about their investments in their people for getting better 
performance from their organisation. That’s what the new 
modular conversation is about: performance. Durability. 
ROI. Control over outcomes.

At Aruva Modular, we know this first-hand. And while this 
blog isn’t just about us, it’s worth saying: we’re part of the 
change.

We focus on the rapid fulfilment of superior modular buildings, 
driven by efficient processes & approved partnerships. 
That’s our niche. And we’re not alone—there’s a new wave 
of builders doing modular properly.

What Durable Modular Actually Looks Like

If you’re weighing your options, here’s what to look for:

•	 Certification that proves compliance with the NCC 

•	 Details on structural reinforcements and material 
quality 

•	 Past projects that have endured tough conditions 
over time 

And no, you shouldn’t need to wrap your modular unit 
in a massive steel carport just to protect it from a bit of 
weather. If you do, you’ve picked the wrong builder.

This Isn’t a Trend. It’s a Correction.

Modular isn’t the future—it’s already here. What we’re 
correcting now is the narrative. And frankly, it’s overdue.

If you’re managing housing assets—whether it’s for 
remote staff, aged care, faith-based accommodation, or 
emergency services—your biggest risk isn’t going modular. 
It’s failing to reassess what modular has become.

Because here’s the reality: Strong, simple, and built to 
last—so your investment keeps delivering.

It’s time to leave the myths in the past, where they belong.

It’s why we say: Real Living. Delivered.

Want to learn more about how durable modular is 
reshaping how Australia builds smarter, faster, and 
stronger? Visit Aruva Modular to explore what’s possible.

https://www.aruva.au

