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WHAT’S A CHARCOAL FILTER IN A RANGE
HOOD — AND DO YOU ACTUALLY NEED ONE?
What is a charcoal filter in a range hood? Learn how this small component supports recirculating
air systems in kitchens—ideal for Australian site managers seeking low-maintenance, effective
setups.

What’s a charcoal filter in a
range hood — and do you
actually need one?
If you’ve got a kitchen setup in workers’ quarters, a

shearers’ camp, or anywhere you’re

accommodating team members, you’ll probably

have a range hood fitted above the cooktop. Not all

of these systems vent air outside — some are

designed to recirculate it. That’s where a charcoal

filter comes in.

What does a charcoal filter
actually do?
A charcoal filter — also called an activated carbon

filter — removes smoke, odours, and volatile

particles from the air. It’s used in range hoods that

don’t connect to ducting. Instead of pushing air

outside, the hood pulls it through the charcoal, filters

it, and releases it back into the room.

Here’s the process in plain terms:

1.Cooking smoke and smells are pulled up into the

hood.

2.A metal filter catches the grease.

3.Then the charcoal filter grabs onto the finer stuff

— like odours and chemical particles.

4.The fan blows the now-cleaned air back out.

Why do some range hoods need
charcoal filters?
If your hood vents outside, you don’t need one. But if

it’s recirculating — meaning there’s no external duct —

a charcoal filter is essential. Without it, the hood

simply blows smoke and odours back into the space.

Are there downsides?

You’ll need to replace them every 3 to 4 months,

depending on usage.

If you skip replacing them, the unit still runs —

but it’s no longer filtering effectively.

They don’t deal well with moisture or gases like

carbon monoxide — their main job is reducing

odours and fine airborne particles.

These are small inserts that slot into the hood.

Despite their size, they serve an important function

in cleaning the air.

This type of setup is common where external venting

isn’t practical — like rural sites or temporary

accommodation blocks for farmhands, contractors,

or seasonal teams.

If you’re unsure whether a hood is ducted or

recirculating, Choice offers a helpful guide for

assessing your setup.

Using a filter improves air quality and reduces

maintenance, especially when you’re managing

accommodation for multiple workers. This is

something smart Australian owners who invest wisely

in their land and teams tend to plan for.

Like any filter, charcoal ones wear out over time.

They aren’t washable. Once they’re saturated with

grease and particles, their effectiveness drops right

off. That means:

https://www.choice.com.au/home-and-living/kitchen/rangehoods/


Where do charcoal filters
make sense?
Where external ducting isn’t viable and you still

need basic air filtering — that’s where charcoal

filters are most useful.
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Do I Need to Install a Shed Roof Over My Modular
Unit?
Wondering if you need a shed roof over your modular unit? Learn why
high-quality modular buildings built to Australian Standards don’t require
extra cover—and when a shed roof actually makes sense.

Essential and key workers keep regional Australia running, but
without proper housing, they won’t stay. Here’s why smart
managers invest in real solutions.

They’re common in worker quarters, remote

kitchens, or modular setups where keeping install

time and costs low matters. That’s why they’re

often included in plug-and-play kitchen systems

for portable or modular buildings.

Managers focused on low-maintenance, long-term

solutions often choose systems with charcoal

filters for their simplicity and lower ongoing

upkeep.

Straightforward and
effective
In any high-use kitchen — on a farm, at a worksite,

or in a regional facility — choosing the right

ventilation setup matters. A recirculating hood

with a charcoal filter is a practical choice when

ducting isn’t possible. It helps reduce grease build-

up, lowers maintenance, and supports basic air

quality control.

If you’re planning new accommodation or

refurbishing existing facilities, matching the right

hood to the right setting keeps things running

smoothly.

To see practical accommodation solutions in

action, visit www.aruva.au.

The Backbone of Regional Australia and Why
Housing Matters

https://www.aruva.au/do-i-need-to-install-a-shed-roof-over-my-modular-unit/
https://www.aruva.au/do-i-need-to-install-a-shed-roof-over-my-modular-unit/
https://www.aruva.au/
https://www.aruva.au/essential-vs-key-workers-the-backbone-of-regional-australia-and-why-housing-matters/
https://www.aruva.au/essential-vs-key-workers-the-backbone-of-regional-australia-and-why-housing-matters/

