
Cupboards do three simple jobs.
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STORAGE THAT STAYS SOLID: WHAT TO LOOK
FOR IN HARD-WORKING CUPBOARDS
Hard-working cupboards make itinerant accommodation liveable. Here’s what to look for in storage that
stays solid, clean and easy to maintain.

Storage That Stays Solid:
What to Look For in Hard-
Working Cupboards
People often overlook storage. That’s a problem in
itinerant accommodation. Workers, guests, and
tenants live out of cupboards every day. So hard-
working cupboards matter more than most people
realise.

Smart housing managers notice this straight away.
They know good housing keeps good people. And they
know the “small” details shape the daily experience.

If you’re buying accommodation for others, cupboards
aren’t a bonus. They’re part of looking after people
properly. They also protect your asset over time.

So, what should you look for?

Why cupboards matter more
than people think

1) They help people feel settled.
 When someone can unpack, the unit feels liveable.
It stops feeling temporary.
2) They protect the unit from wear.
 Without storage, clutter spreads fast. Benchtops
turn into dumping zones. Damage follows.
3) They reduce ongoing hassles.
 Good cupboards cut maintenance. Poor cupboards
create call-outs and complaints.
In short, storage affects comfort and operating
cost.

What hard-working cupboards
actually mean

1) They hold up to repeat use
People open and shut cupboards constantly. They do
it quickly, too.

So look for cupboards that feel solid:
doors don’t sag
drawers don’t wobble
shelves don’t bow
handles don’t loosen easily

You don’t need technical knowledge. You can usually
feel quality straight away.

2) They handle real conditions
Real sites bring steam, dust, humidity, and
temperature swings. Even good tenants create wear.

So check for:
moisture resistance in wet zones
sealed edges and tidy joins
finishes that don’t chip easily

If cupboards can’t handle the environment, they
won’t last.

3) They clean up fast
More cupboards isn’t the goal. Better storage is.
In itinerant accommodation, good storage usually
includes:

real wardrobe space (not token space)
practical kitchen storage for groceries
somewhere for bags, boots, and work gear
a balance of open and closed storage

That said, keep it simple. Make it usable.



When you buy accommodation for others, inclusions
send a message.
Solid storage says:
 “We expect you to live here properly.”
 “We’ve thought about the basics that matter.”
 “We’re not doing bare bones.”
That’s why housing managers who are smart about
balancing budgets and outcomes focus on the
unglamorous stuff. It’s what makes the accommodation
work.

If you’re planning accommodation for workers,
tenants, or guests, look closely at the cupboards.
You’ll protect the experience. You’ll protect the unit.
And you’ll reduce headaches later.

If you want a second opinion on what “hard-working”
inclusions should look like, enquire with the Aruva
team. We’ll help you get the balance right. Practical.
Durable. Built for real use.

Don’t let storage be an
afterthought

The bigger point: storage
shows how you treat people

5) They stay easy to maintain
Wear happens. The question is how you deal with it.

So choose cupboards that allow:
quick hinge and door adjustment
easy replacement of common parts
simple tightening without ripping panels out

This matters even more across multiple sites.

A quick cupboard check you
can do in minutes
When you inspect a unit, use this fast checklist:

Open and close doors. Do they feel stable?
Pull drawers out. Do they run smoothly?
Look at edges. Do they look sealed and tidy?
Check wet zones. Do they look protected?
Scan the layout. Is storage where people need it?
Ask the question: “How easy is it to fix?”

Because if it’s hard to maintain, it becomes
expensive.
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Wet areas that don’t wear out start with one
mindset
Wet areas that don’t wear out need the right bathroom and laundry
choices. Learn what to include, what to avoid, and why it matters.

What’s a Charcoal filter in a Range hood — and do
you actually need one?
What is a charcoal filter in a range hood? Learn how this small component supports

recirculating air systems in kitchens—ideal for Australian site managers seeking low-

maintenance, effective setups.
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