WET AREAS THAT DON'T WEAR OUT START

WITH ONE MINDSET

Wet areas that don’t wear out need the right bathroom and laundry choices. Learn what to include, what

to avoid, and why it matters.
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Wet areas that don’t wear out
start with one mindset

When people buy housing for other people to live in
— workers, tenants, guests — wet areas take the
biggest beating.

That's why wet areas that don’t wear out aren't
about luxury. They're about durability, hygiene, and
fewer maintenance headaches.

However, laundries often get left out. Bathrooms also
get under-specced. Then the site pays for it later
through downtime, repairs, and frustrated
occupants.

Smart housing managers who know good housing
keeps good people don't treat wet areas as an
afterthought. They treat them as the part of the
building that proves quality.

Why wet areas get thrashed in
managed accommodation

A wet area in a private home often gets treated
gently. In accommodation, it's different.

For example, you may have:

« More frequent use, especially with shift workers
« Higher turnover (new people, new habits)

» Harder cleaning (strong chemicals, rushed
routines)

« Less emotional ownership (“it's not mine”)

So a bathroom can look fine on day one. Yet it can
feel tired fast if the choices weren't right.

Wet areas that don’t wear out
include a laundry

If you're housing workers or tenants, excluding the
laundry rarely saves money. Instead, it shifts the cost
elsewhere.

Without a laundry, you often see:
« Wet gear and towels in bedrooms and bathrooms
« More moisture and mess
« Faster wear on floors and walls
« Daily frustration that drags down liveability

A tough laundry doesn’t need to be huge. It simply
needs to be usable.

Laundry choices that hold up

To build a laundry that lasts, prioritise:

Without a laundry, you often see:
« A proper tub and durable tapware
« Storage that won't swell when wet items touch it
« A wipeable splashback (not delicate paint
finishes)
« Water-tolerant flooring that's easy to clean
« Ventilation that clears moisture quickly
« Simple bench space for sorting gear

That's not “premium”. It's practical accommodation
design.



Bathroom choices that don't
fall apart under pressure

Bathrooms fail in predictable ways. Water ends up
where it shouldn't. Ventilation underperforms.
Finishes don't suit hard use.

1) Waterproofing and falls

A bathroom can look great and still fail.
Waterproofing and falls decide whether it lasts.

Also, ask how wet areas get checked before
handover. In modular, consistency matters. When you
standardise a proven system, you get repeatable
outcomes across multiple units.

2) Surfaces that are easy to clean
High-use bathrooms need surfaces that tolerate
frequent cleaning.

In practice, that means:

o Fewer stain-prone finishes

o Fewer ledges and dust-catchers

« Choices that don't require “special care”
If a wet area needs delicate maintenance rules, it's
the wrong wet area for accommodation.

3) Ventilation that prevents mould and odour
Moisture that lingers causes mould and smell. It also
shortens the life of the room.
So look for:

« Strong extraction in the right place

« Practical airflow

« Maintainable venting solutions

Ventilation doesn’t photograph well. But it often
drives long-term performance.

4) Hardware built for real use
Small items get punished first: hinges, handles, towel
rails, mixers, and shower screens.

That's why durable wet areas use:
« Robust fixings
o Simple designs with fewer moving parts
« Common parts that are easy to replace

This matters because speed of maintenance reduces
downtime.

The modular advantage:
consistency beats one-off luck

Traditional wet areas can vary. The result depends on
the crew, the weather, and the week.

Modular can reduce that variability. It supports:

Controlled conditions

« Consistent installation

Standardisation across multiple units
Continuous improvement from real-world
feedback

So you don't rely on “one-off perfection”. You build
durability into the system
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The real ROI of wet areas that don’t wear out

Wet areas carry extra weight when you're housing other people.

Get them right and you typically reduce:
« Maintenance callouts
« Urgent repairs
« Downtime between occupants

At the same time, you lift liveability. That helps with satisfaction and retention.

Housing managers who are smart about getting the right balance across budgets and outcomes know this:
guality isn't optional. It protects the asset and the people living in it.

What to do next

If you want wet areas that hold up in real accommodation settings, enquire with the Aruva team for a wet area
inclusions rundown.

You'll quickly see what's standard, what's worth upgrading, and what will save you grief later.
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